
September 19, 2019 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
As a member of the Bettendorf High School Drama Club, your child has the opportunity to attend the Iowa State Thespian 
Festival on November 8th & 9th. 
 
The festival is a two-day event that offers students the chance to view some of the best shows in the state, participate in 
workshops, compete against other students from across the state, learn about scholarship and job opportunities, meet 
other students that enjoy theatre as much as they do, and so much more.  
 
Your student will also have the opportunity to compete in Individual Events; students who win at the state level qualify to 
perform at the International Thespian Festival in Indiana this coming June (more information regarding the optional trip 
will be distributed at a later date). Event categories and entrance fees are listed on the back of this letter. Students 
wishing to perform an Individual Event in an acting category must complete an IE form, available on the Iowa Thespians 
Website (iowathespians.org), to be turned in with the registration. Each student may compete in no more than two 
categories. Though not required, I would love to see every student compete in at least one category, it’s a wonderful way 
to get feedback from someone other than myself and, I believe, helps prepare students, even those not perusing theatre 
after high school,  for the college audition and interview process. Those students who are interested in technical theatre 
may sign up to be a part of our tech challenge team. 
 
Seniors are also able to audition for college scholarships, please contact me for more information and indicate on your 
form whether or not you are interested. 
 
This year’s festival takes place at the University of Northern Iowa. The cost of the trip will be $150; check should be made 
payable for BHS Activities. This includes the cost of registration, 1 night of lodging, lunch and dinner Friday, lunch 
Saturday and a t-shirt. The hotel will be serving a continental breakfast for students Saturday morning, as well. Students 
may also want to bring some spending money for the weekend as well as money for dinner on Saturday as we will stop at 
a fast food restaurant on the drive home. Theatre apparel is available for purchase at the festival and there will be a silent 
auction of theatre items such as signed posters from Broadway productions. A limited amount of scholarship money is 
available for students who want to attend the festival but are unable to afford it. Please contact me for more information.  
 
Students will be leaving from the high school North parking lot at 6:00 AM on the 8th. Depending on the number of 
students attending I may need parent chaperones for this event.  This would allow you the opportunity to see high school 
performances from across the state, as well as attend workshops. There will be workshops specifically for parents.  If you 
are interested, please let me know. The school will cover your registration fees and lodging. 
 
Students’ must submit registration information to me by October 1, payment will be due by Tuesday, October 15  with a 
signed  festival code of conduct and health form that will be distributed upon the students letter of intent to attend. 
Please note that both parent and student need to sign both forms. If your student would like to participate in the 
individual event competition in an acting category (musical theatre and technical events do not need this), that form 
needs to be completed, as well. Forms are available from me or the state thespian website. Likewise, seniors auditioning 
for the thespian scholarship will need to complete an application.  
 
Please be aware that a student that registers but does not attend the festival is not eligible for a refund unless there are 
extenuating circumstances which will be left up to the discretion of the director. 
 
As always, please feel free to contact with me any questions you might have or visit the Iowa State Theatre Association 
website at iowathespians.org for more information on the festival. 
 
Again, I would encourage each student to go; it is a wonderful, unforgettable experience.  
 
Thank You, 
Katie Howard 
khoward@bettendorf.k12.ia.us 

mailto:khoward@bettendorf.k12.ia.us


Additional / Optional Fees 
 
 
Individual Event Categories - $20 

Monologue  
Solo Musical Theatre 
Film 
Stage Management 
Costume Design 
Scenic Design 
Sound Design 
Costume Construction 
Theatre Marketing 
Lighting Design 

Duet / Group Categories - $30 
Duet Acting 
Group Acting 
Duet Musical Theatre 
Group Musical Theatre  
Team Improvisation 

Tech Challenge – No cost 
 
Scholarship Categories - $25 (2020 grads only) 
Students must be major or minoring in performance, technical theatre, or theatre education to be eligible. 
 
Technical 
Acting 
Theatre Educators 
 
College Auditions - $25 (students participating in the scholarship audition will automatically participate in the college 
auditions at no additional expense.) 
 
Students are able to audition for a large number of both private and public universities while at the festival. Students 
should have an interest in pursuing the arts upon graduation to go through the auditions.  

Student Name: 

Cell Phone: 

Email: 

Inducted Thespian Y / N    (circle 1) 

___ Competing in IE 

___ Running for state board 

___ Auditioning for Scholarship 

___ College Audition 

 
T-Shirt Size_____ 
 
If you intend on participating in any 
events, please circle them before 
returning this form 



 
 

Attendance / Behavior Agreement 
 
The following must be completed and submitted by October 1  so that the school registration process can begin. 
 
 

I, ______________________________, give my child, _________________________________, permission to 

attend the Iowa Thespian Festival. I understand that by completing and signing this form my child is committing to attend 

the festival this November. Should my child be unable to attend, I understand that I will not receive a refund. If my child 

cancels before the deadline set forth by Festival committee and the spot is able to be filled by another student, I 

acknowledge that I will be responsible for any fees incurred by the department, but will no longer be responsible for the 

remaining registration costs. However, if the deadline has passed, I will be responsible for covering the entire cost of 

festival registration. I understand that any fees not paid will be submitted to the district as a financial hold on my 

student’s account. 

Additionally, I acknowledge that should my child act in a way that would cause him or her to be in violation of 

school or festival rules, it is my responsibility to pick my child up from the University of Northern Iowa. All costs incurred 

as a result of this are also my responsibility. 

I am aware of the payment date and I do understand that alternate dates can be arranged through Mrs. Howard 

but it is my responsibility to contact her to make those arrangements. 

 ____________________________________________ 


